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problematika un reflekté par atsevisku faktu interpretaciju plaSsazinas lidzeklos.

Konferencg nolasiti 10 referati, autori — LU LVI un LU FSI vadosie pétnieki un p&tnieki.

Summary

This volume contains the abstracts of the session “The Individual and State Power in the Baltics”,
held on 26 February 2021 within the frame of the 79th International Scientific Conference of the
University of Latvia by the Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia. It examines the
interaction between the individual and power in the period from the 13th to the 20th century, as
viewed by sociologists and historians. The results presented in the abstracts are based on in-depth
studies of written sources, incorporating the latest scientific findings relating to the research topics
and reflecting on the interpretation of particular facts in the media.
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PRIEKSVARDS

Dr. hist. Gvido STRAUBE

LU Latvijas v€stures institiita direktors

Dr. hist. Guntis ZEMITIS

LU Latvijas vestures institita vadoSais p&tnieks

Individa un varas attiecibas Baltijas regiona mainijusas vairakkartigi. Sis jautajums
saglabajis aktualitati arm1 miisdienas. To seviski aktualiz&jusi Covid-19 virusa izplatiba un ar to
saistitie ierobezojumi. Cik talu vara var ierobezot individu? Kada ir v€sturiska pieredze? LU 79.
starptautiskas zinatniskas konferences LU Latvijas v&stures instituta (turpmak — LU LVI)
organizétaja sekcija “Individs un vara Baltijas regiona” referenti mekl&ja atbildes uz Siem un
citiem jautajumiem un piedavaja savas interpretacijas.

Konferencé nolasitajos referatos aplukota individa un varas mijiedarbiba sociologu un
vesturnieku skatfjuma visai plasa laika diapazona — no 13. gs. 1idz 20. gs. T€zg&s ietvertas atzinas
ir balstitas padzilinatas rakstito avotu studijas, ietver jaunakas zinatniskas atzinas pe€tamaja
problematika un reflekt€ par atsevisku faktu interpretaciju misdienu publiskaja telpa.

Latvijas 20. gs. vesturé krizu brizos vadiba izvirzijusas personibas sociologijas teoriju par
socialajiem raksturiem konteksta veérteé LU FSI vadosa pétniece Dagmara Beitnere-Le Galla,
vienlaikus sniedzot teorétisko ietvaru turpmakajiem sekcijas zinojumiem. LU LVI vadoSais
petnieks Guntis Zemitis aktualiz€ diskusiju par vadonpa varas statusu Austrumbaltija, kas,
neraugoties uz plaSajiem pétijumiem, nav devusi parliecinosas atbildes uz jautajumu par vadonu
varas raksturu un apjomu. Varas kontrole par sabiedribas izglitibu, izglitibas sistéma (struktira,
macibu saturs) ka varas stiprinaSanas instruments un skolotajs ka vidutajs starp varu un sabiedribu
Vidzemeé 17. un 18. gs. ir t€mas, ko skar LU LVI direktors Gvido Straube. 18. gs. Rigas uznémgja
Jana Steinhauera cina ar Rigas Rati rosinajusi LU LVI pétnieci Anitu Cerpinsku, izmantojot o
pieméru, analizet, cik liela méra ir iesp&jams izpétit individa un varas attiecibas 18. gadsimta Riga
un ka rodas vésturisku faktu interpretacijas miisdienu publiskaja telpa? Baltijas sabiedribas
reakciju uz Krievijas imperijas rusifikacijas politiku, kas biitiski ietekméja tas istenoSanu, analize
LU LVI pétnieka p.i. Liga Lapa. LU LVI pétnieks Uldis Kréslins pievérsas politiska populisma un
politiskas atbildibas te€mai Latvijas 1920. gadu pirmas puses konteksta, uzsverot likumu
nepiecieSsamibu, kas skaidri formulétu robezliniju sabiedribas un varas mijiedarbiba. LU LVI
pétnieks Edvins Evarts dalas sava pieredze un pardomas, kas radusas stradajot pie Latvijas véstures
hronologijas veidoSanas. Personiba un nacistiska okupacijas vara kolaboracijas un pretestibas
izv€lu ietvara ir LU LVI pétnieka Ulda Neiburga uzmanibas loka, Iidziga problematika izskan
pétnieka Dzintara Ergla zinojuma par Kolkas pareizticigo draudzi Otra pasaules kara gados.
Institiita vadosa pétniece Daina Bleiere vérté sabiedribas un padomju okupacijas varas attiecibas
tas Istenotas jaunieSu politikas konteksta.

Konference ieskic€tas vien dazas jomas no plasa problému loka, kas raksturo individa un
varas attiecibas. Cer&sim, ka tas biis rosinajis citus p&tniekus pieversties $ai nevienkarsajai vestures
témai!



PREFACE

Dr. hist. Gvido STRAUBE

Director, Institute of Latvian History, UL

Dr. hist. Guntis ZEMITIS

Senior Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

The relationship between the individual and power in the Baltic region has undergone
repeated changes. This question retains its significance today, and has been given a new topicality
by the spread of the Covid-19 virus and the associated restrictions. How far may the authorities
restrict the individual? What is the historical experience in this respect? The contributors to the
session “The Individual and State Power in the Baltic Region”, held by the Institute of Latvian
History, University of Latvia (ILH UL), in the frame of the 7th International Scientific Conference
of the University of Latvia seek to answer these questions and offer their own interpretations.

The papers presented at the conference examine the interaction between the individual and
power from the perspective of sociologists and historians across the whole time range from the
13th to the 20th century. The ideas set out in the abstracts are based on in-depth study of written
sources, incorporating the latest scientific ideas on the questions subject to study and reflecting on
the interpretation of particular facts in the contemporary public space.

Dagmara Beitnere-Le Galla, Senior Researcher at the Institute of Philosophy and
Sociology, University of Latvia, examines the figures who came to the fore at moments of crisis
in Latvia’s 20th-century history in the context of sociological theory on social character, at the
same time offering a theoretical framework for the rest of the papers at the session. Guntis Zemitis,
Senior Researcher at the ILH UL, focuses on the discourse concerning the power of the leader in
the East Baltic, which, in spite of extensive research, has not given a convincing answer to the
question of the character and extent of the leader’s power. The authorities’ control over public
education and the educational system (structure and curriculum) as an instrument for strengthening
power, and the teacher as intermediary between the authorities and society in Vidzeme (Livland)
in the 17th and 18th century are the themes addressed by Gvido Straube, Director of the ILH UL.
The struggle between the 18th-century Riga businessman Janis Steinhauers and Riga Town
Council has inspired Anita Cerpinska, Researcher at the ILH UL, who applies this example in
order to analyse to what degree it is possible to examine the relationship between the individual
and power in 18th-century Riga and how interpretations of historical facts arise in the
contemporary public space. Liga Lapa, Acting Researcher at the ILH UL, analyses society’s
reaction in the Baltic to the Russian Empire’s Russification policy, which had a significant impact
on its implementation. Uldis Kréslins, Researcher at the ILH UL, looks at political populism and
political responsibility in the context of the first half of the 1920s in Latvia, emphasizing the need
for legislation that sets a clear boundary line in the interaction between society and power. Edvins
Evarts, Researcher at the ILH UL, shares his experience and thoughts arising in the course of work
to establish a chronology of Latvian history. Uldis Neiburgs, Researcher at the ILH UL, turns his
attention to the individual and the Nazi occupation authorities in the framework of choices
regarding collaboration and resistance; similar issues are treated in the report by Researcher
Dzintars Erglis on Kolka Orthodox congregation during the years of the Second World War. Daina
Bleiere, Senior Researcher at the institute, examines the relationship between society and the
Soviet occupation authorities in the context of the youth policy that it pursued.

The conference encompasses only some topics among a wide range of issues characterizing
the relationship between the individual and power. Let us hope it will inspire other researchers to
address this complex theme in history!



INDIVIDS UN VARA SOCIALA RAKSTURA KONTEKSTA

Dr. sc. soc. Dagmara BEITNERE-LE GALLA

LU Filozofijas un sociologijas institlita vadosa p&tniece

Varas un kultiras attiecibas ir virzijuSas vé&sturi, un no konfliktologijas perspektivas
sociologija varam ieraudzit individa paSapzinas pieaugumu, spéku pretoties, pielagoties vai
dumpoties. Individa un varas attiecibas izgaismojas krizes situacijas. Francu Annalu skolas
parstavji ievadija petijumus, kas skaidro un interpreté individa reakciju uz societalam mijiedarbeém
un procesiem. Individs sevi nemaz nesp€j saprast bez kulttiras konteksta, kura vins tiek socializéts
un socializgjas pats. VEstures pagrieziena posmos personibas, vinu rakstura ipasibas ir izteiksmigs
komponents, kas nosaka ricibu. Saskana ar sociologu Herbertu Spenseru, cilveku raksturi veido
vesturi. Ko sociologijas teorijas reflekté par socialiem raksturiem?

Prezentacija balstas:

1) R. Mertona vidgja Iimena teorija par pieciem t.s. idealtipiem atkariba no mérka un
nozimes;

2) D. Rismana teorija, kas ievadija sociala rakstura izpéti sociologija. D. Rismana pieeja
piedava vienkarSotu struktiiru individa un ta ietekmes jautajumus skaidrot plasa véstures
konteksta, cita starpa, art nacijvalstu veidoSanas laikmetu ar noteikta sociala rakstura doming&Sanu.

Latvija 20. gs. vésturisko koliziju brizos, vadiba izvirzas personalijas, kuru izvéles un
riciba noteica attistibas vektorus.



THE INDIVIDUAL AND POWER IN THE CONTEXT OF SOCIAL CHARACTER

Dr. sc. soc. Dagmara BEITNERE-LE GALLA

Senior Researcher, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, UL

Relations between power and culture have served as the driving force of history, and a
conflictological perspective in sociology reveals increasing individual self-confidence and
capacity for resistance, adaptation or rebellion. Relations between the individual and authority are
revealed in times of crisis. Representatives of the French Annales School were the first to conduct
research with the goal of explaining and interpreting the individual’s reaction to interactions and
processes in society. An individual could not even understand themselves, if not for the cultural
context in which they socialize and are subject to socialization. Personality and individual
characteristics are striking components that determine people’s actions at turning points of history.
According to sociologist Herbert Spencer, people’s characters are what shapes history. How do
sociological theories reflect on social character?

The presentation is based on:

1) R. Merton’s middle-range theory on the five “ideal types” in terms of goal and meaning;

2) D. Riesman’s theory, which was the first to examine social character in sociology.
Riesman’s approach provides a simplified structure for understanding the individual and their
sphere of influence within a broader historical context, including the time of emergence of nation
states, when a particular kind of social character prevailed.

In Latvia, the clashes of 20th-century history were accompanied by the emergence of
leading figures whose choices and actions shaped the development of the country.



INDIVIDS UN VARA AUSTRUMBALTIJA 13. GS.:
ZEMGALES PIEMERS*

Dr. hist. Guntis ZEMITIS

LU Latvijas vestures institiita vadoSais petnieks

Zemgalé 13. gs. izdalami divi lielaki regioni — Austrumzemgale jeb Upmale (Opemale) ar
centru Mezotn€ un Rietumzemgale, kas dalas vairakas zemés, ar centru Tervete.

Indrika hronika apliecina Rietumzemgales vecako Viestarda (Vesthardus, Vester) un
Nameisa (Nameise, Nameyxe) pretenzijas uz varu visa zemgalu apdzivotaja teritorija, kamer
Austrumzemgale uzrada separatisma izpausmes.

Feodalas attiecibas ka divu brivu viru personiskas saites vinu dzives laikd Austrumbaltija
saka izveidoties tikai Livonijas krusta karu laika, un tas tikai dal&ji veidojas uz ieprieksgjo attiecibu
pamata.

Vertikalas attiecibas starp individiem Austrumbaltija veidojas velaja dzelzs laikmeta, Tpasi
ta beigu posma (9.-12. gs.). Militara dienesta pildiSana brivajiem individiem balstijas uz
izdevigumu — materialo labumu giiSanu un to aizsardzibu, ka arT statusa nodrosinasanu. Individs
barbaru sabiedriba bija ciesi saistits ar dzimtu. Pastavot konkurencei dzimtu starpa, uzticiba un
varona slava bija faktori, kas ietekmé&ja dzimtas statusu. AtseviSku personu varonibas izcelSana un
varonu passlavinasanas aprakstita Indrika Livonijas hronika. Karadraudzes (amici et cognati)
locekliem militarais dienests bija obligats pienakums. Vertikalas attiecibas izpaudas ne tikai ka
militaras saistibas. Tas izpaudas tiesa, kas bija vecako (seniores) zina, meslu ievaksana, kas
pazistama kops vikingu laikmeta (8.—11. gs.), pilskalnu nocietinasanas darbos utt.

Rietumzemgalé 13. gs. sakuma var runat par divu Iimenu personigajam attiecibam, bet
gadsimta beigas pat par tris [imenu, kamér ar Austrumzemgales vecakajiem Tervetes valdnieki
tadas spé&ja izveidot tikai epizodiski. Rietumzemgal€ pirmaja Iimeni pastav&ja saistibas starp
Teérvetes vecakajiem un Rietumzemgales zemju vecakajiem, otraja — zemju vecako un brivo
individu attiecibas. Faktori, kas ietekmé&ja Viestarda un Nameisa attiecibas ar Rietumzemgales
zemju vecakajiem, vargja biit vairaki — savstarp&jais izdevigums, militarais speks, laulibu sakari,
ligums. Sajas attiecibas var saskatit lidzibu ar feodalajam attiecibam Rietumeiropa, taja skaita
feodalo kapnu elementus, tomér §is attiecibas nebalstijas uz zverestu un beneficija pieskirSanu.
Sadu attiecibu esamiba vai neesamiba iezim&ja atskirigu vésturisko attistibu Rietumeiropa un
Austrumeiropa, pédgja ieklaujot krievu zemes un Lietuvu.

* T€zes sagatavotas VPP “Latvijas mantojums un nakotnes izaicinajumi valsts ilgtsp&jai”
projekta Nr. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-0018 “Individa, sabiedribas un valsts mijiedarbiba kopé&ja Latvijas
vestures procesa: veértibu konflikti un kopigu veértibu veidoSanas vésturisku lizumu posmos”
ietvaros.
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THE INDIVIDUAL AND POWER IN THE EASTERN BALTIC
IN THE 13TH CENTURY:
THE EXAMPLE OF ZEMGALE*

Dr. hist. Guntis ZEMITIS
Senior Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

During the 13th century, the region of Zemgale was split into two major areas: Eastern
Zemgale or Upmale (Opemale), with its centre in Mezotne, and Western Zemgale, which was
subdivided into smaller areas, with its center in Térvete. The Chronicle of Henry of Livonia records
how the elders of Western Zemgale, Viestards (Vesthardus, Vester) and
Nameisis (Nameise, Nameyxe), strove for power in all of the territory inhabited by the
Semigallians (zemgali), whereas Eastern Zemgale showed separatist tendencies.

Feudal relations, in the form of personal agreements between two free men in effect during
their lifetime, began developing in the Eastern Baltic only during the Livonian Crusades, and only
partly on the basis of earlier relations.

Vertical relations between individuals in the Eastern Baltic began forming during the Late
Iron Age, especially during its final stage (9th—12th century). For free individuals, military service
was based on benefit, namely the acquisition or protection of material wealth, as well as
establishing status. In barbarian society, an individual had close links with their family. As families
were competing among themselves, a family’s status was influenced by such factors as loyalty and
heroic fame. The emphasis on the heroism of particular individuals as well as self-praise by certain
heroes, are described in the Chronicle of Henry of Livonia. For the members of military retinues
(termed amici et cognati in the Latin chronicles), military service was compulsory. However,
vertical relations were manifested not only in the form of military duties, but also in court, which
was supervised by the elders (seniores), in tax collecting, which was known since the Viking epoch
(8th—11th century), in works to fortify hill-forts, etc.

In Western Zemgale in the early 13th century, there were already two levels of personal
relationships, and at the end of the century there were as many as three levels, whereas the rulers
of Térvete managed to established such relationships with the elders of Eastern Zemgale only
episodically. In Western Zemgale, the first level of these relations was between the elders of
Tervete and the elders of the lands of Western Zemgale, while the second level involved relations
between the elders of the lands and other free individuals. There may have been several factors
influencing the relations of Viestards and Nameisis with the elders of Western Zemgale: mutual
advantage, military power, marriages and agreements. One can see a similarity with the feudal
relations existing in Western Europe, including elements of the so-called feudal ladder, but these
relationships were not based on an oath and on the receipt of a beneficium. The presence or absence
of such relationships marked a different course of historical development in Western and Eastern
Europe, the latter including the Russian lands and Lithuania.

* Abstracts submitted within the state research programme project No. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-
0018: “Interaction between the individual, the society and the state in the process of the history of
Latvia: conflicting values and formation of shared values during historical turning points”.



SKOLOTAJA KA MEDIATORA STARP VARU UN SABIEDRIBU EVOLUCIJA
17.-18. GS. VIDZEME

Dr. hist. Gvido STRAUBE

LU Latvijas vestures institiita direktors

17. gs. pirmaja ceturksni Vidzemé, kura tikko bija nonakusi Zviedrijas rokas, saka
aizdomaties par nepiecieSamibu pievérsties zemnieku apzinatai izglitoSanai. Pamatuzdevums tai
biitu audzinat kartigus kristieSus un padevigus valsts pilsonus, kuri ir uzticigi valdnieckam. Tomer
17.gs. gaita tie bija saméra haotiski mekl&jumi péc modela, kas varétu bt pietiekosi efektigs. Un
viena no visgriitak risinamam problémam bija skolotajs. Gadsimta gaita zviedru valdiba Vidzemée
mekl&ja vairakus risinajumus, starp kuriem vislabakos rezultatus sasniedza Ernsts Gliks Altiksnes
draudzg, atverot tur vairakas skolas zemniekiem. Tomer tie bija tikai vienreizgji gadijumi, kurus
var uzskatit tikai par izp€mumiem.

18. gs., jo seviski kops 1740. gadu sakuma, zemnieku skolu attistiba ieraugams butisks
progress, kur sava nozime bija Apgaismibas procesiem, ka art hernhiitiesu bralu draudzes darbibai
Vidzemé. Strauji pieauga gan skolu, gan tajas darbojoSos skolotaju skaits, pakapeniski auga ar1
vinu profesionalitate.

Nakamais attistibas pakapiens bija 18. gs. 60. un 70. gadi, kad zemnieku skolu parraudziba
ieguva valstisku risinajumu. Lidz ar to butiski auga arm zemnieku skolu skolotaju prestizs un
zemnieku sabiedriba tas kluva gan respektéjams, gan iekarojams. Arl macitaji un dala
muiZniecibas iztur€jas pret Siem no zemnieku vidus nakusajiem viriem ar cienu. Pret skolotaju tika
izvirzitas noteiktas prasibas, bet vins ieguva ari noteiktas privilégijas, tika atbrivots no zemnickam
tipiskajiem pienakumiem un vigam tika garant&ts atalgojums.

18. gs. izskana zemnieku skolu skolotdji, lai arT atradas muizniecibas un Vidzemes
luteriskas baznicas paklautiba, vienlaicigi sekm@a zemnieku izglitotibas, pirmkart jau
lasttprasmes, pieaugumu, ka arT nodro$indja nacionalas inteligences rasanos, kura kluva par
nacionalas atmodas svarigako spéku.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE TEACHER AS MEDIATOR BETWEEN THE
AUTHORITIES AND SOCIETY IN VIDZEME IN THE 17TH-18TH CENTURY

Dr. hist. Gvido STRAUBE
Director, Institute of Latvian History, UL

In the first quarter of the 17th century in Livland, which had just fallen into Swedish hands,
one began to think about the need to focus on purposeful education of the peasantry. The main
task was to raise decent Christians and obedient citizens loyal to the ruler. However, during the
17th century there was a rather chaotic search for a model that might be sufficiently effective. And
one of the most difficult problems to solve was that of teachers. Over the course of the century,
the Swedish government in Livland sought a variety of solutions, the best results being achieved
by Ernst Gluck in the church parish of Alaksne, where he opened several schools for peasants.
However, these were one-off cases, which must be considered exceptional.

In the 18th century, especially from the early 1740s, significant progress was made in the
development of peasant schools, where the Enlightenment processes played a role, as did the
activities of the Moravian Brethren in Livland. The number of schools and the number of teachers
at the schools grew rapidly, and their professionalism gradually increased as well.

The next stage of development took place in the 1760s and 70s, when supervision of the
peasant schools was addressed by the state. Accordingly, the prestige of teachers of peasant
schools grew significantly, so that it became a respectable and desirable position in peasant society.
Pastors and a section of the nobility also treated these peasant men with respect. The teacher was
subject to definite requirements but also acquired certain privileges, was relieved of the typical
duties of the peasantry and was guaranteed remuneration.

At the end of the 18th century, although peasant schoolteachers were subordinate to the
nobility and the Lutheran Church of Livland, they promoted the growth of peasant education,
primarily literacy, as well as ensuring the emergence of a national intellectual community, which
became the most important force behind the national awakening.
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INDIVIDA UN VARAS ATTIECIBU IZPETE UN INTERPRETACIJA:
JANA STEINHAUERA PIEMERS*

Dr. hist. Anita CERPINSKA

LU Latvijas vestures institlita pétniece

Janis Steinhauers (1705-1779) bija Rigas mastu $kirotajs otraja paaudzé un naca no
Pardaugava dzivojoso nevacu kopienas. Nodarbojoties ar kokmaterialu SkiroSanu un pardoSanu,
Steinhauers kluva pietiekami turigs, lai iegadatos muiZas, ierikotu zagétavu un papira dzirnavas.
Vins bija iesaistits ilgstoSos tiesas procesos, kuros tika apSaubitas vipa tiesibas tirgoties un
iegadaties muizas.

2014. gada iznakusi Alvila Zauera gramata “Steinhaueri un vinu laiks” un 2019. gada
pirmizradi piedzivojusi dokumentala filma “Steinhauers un Blims” aktualiz&jusi jautdgjumu par
Jana Steinhauera darbibas un personibas vérté§jumu un interpretaciju. Tai skaita par varas un
individa attiecibam attiecigaja laiktelpa.

Aktivakais pretinieku nevacu izaugsmei Riga 18. gs. vidii bija bagatako tirgotaju slanis,
kam bija monopoltiesibas uz starpnieku tirdzniecibu Riga un kas bija iniciatori vairakiem
méginajumiem  ierobezot nevacu ekonomisko nostiprinasanos: aizliegt iegadaties
lauksaimniecibas raZzojumus bez tirgotaju starpniecibas (1680. gadi), aizliegt icgadaties
mantojamus nekustamos Tpasumus (1730. gadi), aizliegt darit alu un to pardot (1750. gadi). Visi
Sie me&ginajumi bija beigusies nesekmigi centralas varas iejauk$anas rezultata.

Otrs svarigs varas nes€js Riga bija rate, kurai nevacu ekonomiskas nostiprinasanas
jautajuma bija duala loma. No vienas puses, rate aizstavéja tadu amatu ka mastu $kirotaji tiesibas
uz vigu nodarboSanos un ienakumiem. Tapat rate aizstav§ja ari tirgotaju monopoltiesibas uz
tirgoSanos.

No varas pozicijam var raudzities ari uz padu Jani Steinhaueru, jo vin$ ienéma mastu
Skirotaju eltermana amatu, tad€jadi bija tiesigs izlemt stridus starp amata locekliem, noteikt, kurs
pildis amatam uzliktos sabiedriskos pienakumus un parstaveés amata intereses tiesu instances.

Lai labak saprastu individa un varas attiecibas attieciga laikmeta, individs ir jaapliko no
kopienas piederibas pozicijam, jo ka uz konkrétai kopienai piederosu individu uz vinu skatijas ar1
varas pozicijas esosie.

*

Tézes sagatavotas LU Bazes finans§juma projekta “Latvijas teritorija ka dazadu
kultartelpu, religiju, politisko, socialo un ekonomisko intereSu saskarsmes zona no aizvéstures lidz
miisdienam” ietvaros.
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STUDY AND INTERPRETATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE INDIVIDUAL AND POWER: THE EXAMPLE OF JANIS STEINHAUERS*

Dr. hist. Anita CERPINSKA

Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

Janis Steinhauers (1705-1779) was a second-generation timber grader from the non-
German community living in Riga’s left-bank suburb of Pardaugava. By sorting and selling timber,
Steinhauers became wealthy enough to buy manors, and to establish a sawmill and paper mill. He
was involved in lengthy lawsuits over his rights to trade and purchase manors.

Alvils Zauers’s book Steinhaueri un vinu laiks [The Steinhauers Family and their Age],
published in 2014, and the documentary Steinhauers un Bliims [Steinhauers and Bliims], premiered
in 2019, have raised the issue of the study and interpretation of Janis Steinhauers’s activities and
personality, including the relationship between power and the individual in the relevant time and
space.

The most active opponent of the growing prosperity of the non-Germans in Riga in the
18th century was the community of the richest traders. They had a monopoly as intermediaries in
the trade of Riga and were the initiators of several attempts to limit non-German economic
activities, namely to prohibit the purchase of agricultural products without the intermediacy of the
traders (1680s), to prohibit the purchase of heritable real estate (1730s), and to prohibit the brewing
and sale of beer (1750s). All these attempts had failed as a result of intervention by the central
government.

The other important power in Riga was the town council, which played a dual role with
regard to non-German economic consolidation. On the one hand, the town council defended the
right of such crafts as the timber graders to their occupation and income. The council also defended
the monopoly rights of traders.

Janis Steinhauers himself can also be considered from the perspective of power, because
he held the position of elterman (senior) of the timber graders, and was thus entitled to resolve
disputes between members of the craft corporation, determine who would perform the public
duties imposed on the corporation and represent the corporation’s interests in court.

In order to better understand the relationship between the individual and power in this era,
the individual must be viewed in terms of their affiliation to a community, because those in
positions of power viewed an individual as a member of a specific community.

* Abstracts submitted within the project “The territory of Latvia as a contact zone between
different cultural spaces, religions, and political, social and economic interests from prehistory to
the present day”.
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RUSIFIKACIJAS PROBLEMAS LATVIJA
1905. GADA REVOLUCIJAS KONTEKSTA*

Dr. hist. Liga LAPA

LU Latvijas v€stures instittita pétnieka p.i.

Krievijas senatora Nikolaja Manaseina vadita revizija Baltijas gubernas 1883. gada
konstat§ja gandriz visas nopietnas problémas, kas 20. gadsimta sakuma izraisija 1905. gada
revoliiciju. Reformas, kas veicinatu valsts modernizaciju, revizijai nesekoja, toties sakas izmainas
gubernu administracija, likumdoSana un parvald€, istenojot Aleksandra III kursu uz valsts
administrativo centralizaciju un rusifikaciju.

Rusifikaciju var definét ka valsts varas istenotu pasakumu kompleksu vérstu uz kadas
noteiktas teritorijas iedzivotaju parkrievoSanu, ar piespiedu lidzekliem panakot krievu valodas
domingsanu valsts, kultliras un izglitibas iestades, sadzive, kopuma meginot milzigo multietnisko
valsti parverst par monoetnisku.

Rusifikacijas hronologiskie ietvari ir saistiti ar polu sacelSanos 1863. gada apspieSanu un
tas sekam. Ta 1865. gada ieviestais latinu burtu drukas aizliegums skara Latgali un kavéja novada
garigas dzives attistibu. Rusifikaciju Latgal€ veicinaja ar1 “Krievu zemesipaSnieku nometinasanas
seviska kanceleja Ziemelrietumu zemes”, kas veica krievu tautibas ierédnu iepludinasanu. 1905.
gada revoliicijas laika Latgale at$kiras ar pazeminatu aktivitati, salidzinajuma pargjiem Latvijas
novadiem — Vidzemi un Kurzemi.

Rusifikacijas istenoto parmainu rezultatda mazinajas vacbaltu ietekme, kas latvieSu
sabiedriba tika vertéta pozitivi un zinama veida palidzgja samierinaties ar rusifikacijas
iespaidigajam negativajam sekam. VacbaltieSi 1905. gada revoliicijas aktivitates verteja ka
rusifikacijas rezultatu un krievu sabiedribas radikalisma iespaidu, pilniba atsakoties no atbildibas
par nespéju pieméroties parmainam. Revolicijas gaita tika veikti nopietni méginajumi atgriezt
latviesu valodu un reformét dazadas jomas — izglitibas, tiesu iestades un pasvaldibu. Revolicijas
apspiesana, represijas un soda ekspediciju operacijas apturéja sabiedribas méginajumu iesaistities
politiskajos procesos un radija vil§anos valdibas politika.

*

Tezes sagatavotas VPP “Latvijas mantojums un nakotnes izaicinajumi valsts ilgtsp&jai”
projekta Nr. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-0018 “Individa, sabiedribas un valsts mijiedarbiba kop&ja Latvijas
vestures procesa: veértibu konflikti un kopigu veértibu veidosanas veésturisku lizumu posmos”
ietvaros.
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PROBLEMS OF RUSSIFICATION IN LATVIA
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE REVOLUTION OF 1905*

Dr. hist. Liga LAPA

Acting Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

The 1883 inspection of the Baltic Governorates, led by Russian senator Nikolaj Manasein
(Huxonat Manaceun), discovered almost all of the serious problems that would later cause the
Revolution of 1905. Reforms that would promote state modernization did not follow the
inspection; however, changes began in the administration, legislation and management of the
governates, in accordance with the course set by Alexander 111 of Russia towards administrative
centralization and Russification.

Russification can be defined as a set of measures implemented by the state to Russify the
inhabitants of a particular area, using enforcement to achieve the domination of the Russian
language in state, culture and educational institutions, as well as in daily life, with the aim of
turning the large, multi-ethnic country into a monoethnic one.

The chronological framework of Russification related to the suppression of the Polish
uprising of 1863 and its consequences. Thus, the ban against printing in the Latin alphabet,
introduced in 1865, also affected the Latgale region and hampered the development of intellectual
activity. Russification in Latgale was also facilitated by the “Special Chancellery for the
Settlement of Russian Landowners in the North-Western Lands”, responsible for bringing in
Russian officials. During the Revolution of 1905, the Latgale region was less active compared to
other regions of Latvia, namely Vidzeme (Livland) and Kurzeme (Courland).

The changes brought about through Russification reduced the authority of the Baltic
Germans. The Latvian community considered this a positive development, and this helped
Latvians accept the significant negative effects of Russification. The Baltic Germans viewed the
activities of the Revolution of 1905 as the result of Russification and the influence of radicalism
in Russian society, completely relinquishing responsibility for their inability to adapt to change.
During the revolution, serious attempts were made to return to the use of the Latvian language and
reform in various areas of life: education, the judiciary and local government. Suppression of the
revolution, persecution and the punitive expeditions halted the attempts by society to participate
in political processes and caused disaffection towards the policy of the state.

* Abstracts submitted within the state research programme project No. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-
0018: “Interaction between the individual, the society and the state in the process of the history of
Latvia: conflicting values and formation of shared values during historical turning points”.
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POLITISKAIS POPULISMS, POLITISKA ATBILDIBA UN POLITISKAS VARAS
IZVELES: LATVIJAS PIEREDZE 1920. GADU SAKUMA*

Dr. hist. Uldis KRESLINS

LU Latvijas vestures instittita pétnieks

Apstaklis, ka 20. gadsimta sakuma kreiso politisko spéku uzstasanas objektivi sakrita ar
visas latvieSu tautas socialajiem un nacionalajiem centieniem, Latvijas sabiedribas priekSstatos
radija noturigu asociaciju. Diemzel dala no §is kreisas politiskas tradicijas kada bridi bija
transform&jusies dogma, nesp&jot parvertét péc Latvijas valsts proklaméSanas 1918. gada 18.
novembr1 notikusas politiskas parmainas un piemerot tam savus centienus, un nostajoties jaunas
Latvijas valsts noliedz€ju pozicija. Tas 1920. gadu sakuma kluva par iemeslu asam politisko
uzskatu sadursmém un sabiedriskajos procesos noveda pie tragiskam epizodém.

Pirma no §tm epizodém bija 1919. gada 21. decembr1 pec lauku kara tiesas sprieduma
Valmiera izpilditais navessods vienpadsmit arestétiem kreisi noskanotiem jaunieSiem. Savukart
1920. gada 19. marta, Satversmes sapulces priek§veéleéSanu kampanas gaisotné Cesis tika navejosi
ievainots Tautas padomes loceklis un C&su pilsétas domes loceklis, socialdemokrats Karlis
Kurzemnieks.

Sie tragiskie notikumi atstaja virkni jautajumu par individa un politiskas varas attiectbam,
kas nav zaudgjusi savu aktualitati arT Sodien. Vai demokratiska valsti valdibai ir tiesibas ierobezot
individa izteiksmes brivibas? Un ne mazak svarigs ir pretjautdjums: vai individam ir tiesibas
publiski versties pret valsts politiskas varas [émumiem un paSu varu?

Latvijas vesturiska pieredze uz Siem jautajumiem nedod vienu un visiem gadijumiem
piem&rojamu atbildi, tomér ta loti skaidri parada, ka gan individa, gan politiskas varas atbildibas
un tiesibu samé&ram ir nepiecieSamas izsvertas un abu pusu intereses rakstitas likumu normas.

*

Tezes sagatavotas VPP “Latvijas mantojums un nakotnes izaicinajumi valsts ilgtsp&jai”
projekta Nr. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-0018 “Individa, sabiedribas un valsts mijiedarbiba kop&ja Latvijas
vestures procesa: veértibu konflikti un kopigu veértibu veidosanas veésturisku lizumu posmos”
ietvaros.
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POLITICAL POPULISM, POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CHOICE OF
POLITICAL AUTHORITY: THE EXPERIENCE OF LATVIA IN THE EARLY 1920s*

Dr. hist. Uldis KRESLINS

Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

The fact that at the beginning of the 20th century the activities of the left-wing political
forces objectively coincided with the social and national aspirations of the entire Latvian people
created a lasting association in public perception in Latvia. Unfortunately, part of this leftist
political tradition had at some point transformed into a dogma, unable to re-evaluate the political
changes that had taken place after the proclamation of the Latvian state on 18 November 1918,
and adapt its efforts to them, and thus took on the position of detractors of the new Latvian state.
This caused sharp clashes of political views in the early 1920s and led to tragic episodes in public
affairs.

The first of such episodes was the execution in Valmiera on 21 December 1919, by the
decision of a field court martial, of eleven arrested young people with left-wing views. And then
on 19 March 1920, in the atmosphere of the election campaign of the Constitutional Assembly of
Latvia, a member of the People’s Council of Latvia and the Cé&sis Town Council, the Social
Democrat Karlis Kurzemnieks, was mortally wounded.

These tragic events left a number of questions about the relationship between the individual
and political authority, and these questions have not lost their relevance today. Does the
government in a democracy have the right to restrict individual freedom of expression? And no
less important is the counter-question: does a person have the right to publicly oppose the decisions
of the political authority and the authority itself?

The historical experience of Latvia does not provide a universal answer to these questions,
but it shows very clearly that the balance between responsibility and rights of both the individual
and political authority requires carefully considered legal norms, written in the interests of both
parties.

* Abstracts submitted within the state research programme project No. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-
0018: “Interaction between the individual, the society and the state in the process of the history of
Latvia: conflicting values and formation of shared values during historical turning points”.
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LATVIJAS VESTURES HRONOLOGIJAS VEIDOSANA -
IZAICINAJUMI UN RISINAJUMI:
1930.-1939. GADA HRONOLOGIJAS PIEMERS

Dr. hist. Edvins EVARTS

LU Latvijas vestures institiita petnieks

Latvijas véstures hronologijas veido$ana ir viens no Latvijas vésturnicku uzdevumiem.
Latvijas Universitates vésturnieku grupa astonu cilvéku sastava ir uznémusies izveidot Latvijas
20. gadsimta v@stures hronologiju, sadalot to dazados véstures posmus. Lai gan redakcionalais
darbs turpinas, hronologijas veidosana ir butiba pabeigta. Autoram iedalits posms, kas sakas 1930.
gada un beidzas 1945. gada maija, tomer Soreiz vairak apliikosim laika periodu no 1930. gada lidz
1940. gadam — lidz faktiskai Latvijas neatkaribas likvidacijai.

Sis periods lielakai dalai cilvéku asocigjas ar K. Ulmana autoritara rezima izveido$anos.
Tomér faktiski tas ir saistits ar loti dazadam noris€m — sakot ar pasaules ekonomiskas krizes
parvaréSanu, kas noritgja 1930. gadu sakuma, kultiiras dzives strauju aktiviz€Sanos autoritara
rezima aizveja 1930. gadu vidii un monumentalas arhitektiiras strauju attistibu desmitgades beigas
utt.

Sakotngji janorada, ka par doto periodu ir veidotas vairakas hronologijas, kas gan
liclakoties ir specifiskas vai vispargjas. Ka vienu specifiskas hronologijas piemé&ru te var mingt
K. Ulmana biografijas hronologisko apskatu.! Daudzas zinatniskajas gramatds un ari periodika
ir publicéti hronologijas galvenie notikumi, tom@r tie visbiezak neaptver ilgaku posmu.
Abu hronologiju veidos ir trikumi, kas nelauj saskatit dazadu notikumu kopsakaribas un
savstarpgjo ietekmi. Turklat tas nespecialistam nav nemaz tik viegli atrodamas. Savukart
vispargji pieejama vietné wikip&dija.com publicéta hronologija ir loti vispargja.

Veidojot $adu hronologiju, nakas saskarties ar dazadiem izaicinagjumiem un piepemt
vairakus svarigus [émumus gan par hronologijas apjomu, gan par hronologija ievietojamiem vai
arpus tas atstajamiem notikumiem. IzskirSanas notiek art par notikumiem, kas no vienas puses
varétu ari visas Latvijas méroga nebit tik nozimigi, bet no otras puses padara hronologiju
“dzivaku” un uztveramaku, ka, piemeram, kadas vél tikai nakotné ievérojamas personas Latvijas
apmekl&jumu. Darbs pie hronologijas pilnveidosanas ir iesp&ams vienmer.

! Robezniece 1., Zeibarte 1. (sast.) (2012). Karlim Ulmanim 135. Riga: AS: “Lauku Avize”.
18



DEVELOPING THE CHRONOLOGY OF LATVIAN HISTORY — CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS:
THE EXAMPLE OF THE CHRONOLOGY OF 1930-1939

Dr. hist. Edvins EVARTS
Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

Creating a chronology of Latvian history is one of the tasks of Latvian historians. A group
of eight historians from the University of Latvia have undertaken to create a chronology of the
history of Latvia of the 20th century, dividing it into various periods of history. Although the
editorial work is ongoing, the chronology is essentially complete. The author was responsible for
the period of chronology beginning in 1930 and ending in May 1945. However, here we will look
mainly at the period 1930-1940, until the actual liquidation of Latvia’s independence.

For most people, this period is associated with the establishment of the authoritarian regime
of K. Ulmanis. However, it actually involved a very wide variety of developments: the effort to
overcome the global economic crisis in the early 1930s, the rapid activation of cultural life under
the authoritarian regime in the mid 1930s, the rapid development of monumental architecture at
the end of the decade, etc.

It should be noted at the outset that a number of chronologies have been created for the
given period, although most of them are either specific or general. One example of a specific
chronology is the chronological overview of the biography of K. Ulmanis.! Many academic works
and periodicals have published the main events of the chronology, but these generally do not cover
a longer period. Both types of chronology have shortcomings that prevent us from seeing the
interconnections and interactions between different events. In addition, they are not so readily
accessible to the non-specialist. On the other hand, the chronology published on the universally
accessible website Wikipedia.com is a very general one.

When creating such a chronology, we have to face various challenges and make several
important decisions both regarding the scope of the chronology and the events to be included in
the chronology or left out. Decisions are also made concerning events that, on the one hand, may
not be so significant for the whole of Latvia, but on the other hand bring the chronology “to life”
and make it more readily perceptible, such as the visit to Latvia of a person who would only rise
to prominence in the future. There is always room for improvements to the chronology.

! Robezniece 1., Zeibarte 1. (sast.) (2012). Karlim Ulmanim 135. Riga: AS: “Lauku Avize”.
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INDIVIDS UN OKUPACIJAS VARA:
LEITNANTS ROBERTS RUBENIS
STARP KOLABORACIJU UN PRETESTIBU (1940-1944)*

Dr. hist. Uldis NEIBURGS

LU Latvijas vestures instittita pétnieks

Leitnants Roberta Rubenis (1917-1944) bija Malnavas Lauksaimniecibas vidusskolas
absolvents un organizacijas “Latvijas Vanagi” aktivs dalibnieks. Otra pasaules kara laika vins
darbojas ka “Latvju Jaunatnes organizacijas™ Jekabpils aprinka nodalas vaditajs, bet vélak tika
mobilizéts legiona ka 15. latviesu ierocu SS divizijas 34. grenadieru pulka rotas komandieris. 1944,
gada vasara R. Rubenis kluva par Skriveru pagasta izveidotas militaras vienibas — generala Jana
Kurela grupa bataljona komandieri.

P&c atkapsanas uz Kurzemi 1944. gada septembri kureliesi nonaca Talsu aprinka Strazdes
muiza, bet velak — Ventspils aprinka Puzes pagasta. Generala J. Kurela grupas vadiba par savu
meérki izvirzija Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunoSanu bridi, kad Vacijas karaspeks atstatu, bet PSRS
armija ve€l nebiitu ien€musi Latvijas teritoriju. VerSoties pret iesp&jamo pretestibu, 1944. gada 14.
novembr1 pec Augstaka SS un policijas vaditaja Ostlandeé SS obergrupenfirera Fridriha Jekelna
rikojuma vacu SS un SD vienibas arest&ja kureliesu $tabu ar ta galvenajiem spékiem Puzes pagasta
Stiklos.

Ugales pagasta Ilzikos novietotais leitnanta R. Rubena bataljons vairak neka 500 viru
sastava pretojas atbrunosanai un atkapas meza masiva uz dienvidiem no Usmas ezera, kur turpinaja
pretestibu. Kaujas laika 18. novembr1 navigi ievainoja leitnantu R. Rubeni, un vina vieta bataljona
vadibu parnéma virsnieka-vietnieks Aleksandrs Druvins. Atsitot daudzus uzbrukumus, rubeniesi
turpingja cinu lidz 9. decembrim, kad bataljons sekmigi izgaja no aplenkuma un, sekojot p&deja
komandiera pavélei, sadalijas mazakas grupas un izklida. Rendas un Zleku kauju laika krita ap 50
rubeniesu, bet vacu pusé karojoSo vienibu zaud&jumi sasniedza ap 250 viru.

Referata, balstoties kritiska realisma pieeja, tiks analizéts leitnanta R. Rubena
socialpsihologiskais portrets, motivacija un ricibsp&ja kolaboracijas un pretestibas izvélu ietvara
padomju un nacistu okupacijas laika Latvija. Lidzas tam tiks atklata R. Rubena ka individa un
kurelieSu bataljona komandiera personibas icklausanas sabiedribas kolektivaja atmina laika posma
no Otra pasaules kara beigam lidz miisdienam.

* Tezes sagatavotas LZP FLPP Nr. 1zp-2020/2-0212 “Parvertejot bezvalstiskumu: PretoSanas
un kolaboracija Latvija Otra pasaules kara laika” ietvaros.
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THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES:
LIEUTENANT ROBERTS RUBENIS
BETWEEN COLLABORATION AND RESISTANCE (1940-1944)*

Dr. hist. Uldis NEIBURGS

Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

Lieutenant Roberta Rubenis (1917-1944) was a graduate of Malnava Agricultural
Secondary School and an active member of the organization Latvijas Vanagi. During World War
I1, he served as the head of the Jekabpils District branch of the “Latvian Youth Organization”, but
was later mobilized in the Latvian Legion as a company commander in the 34th Grenadier
Regiment of the 15th Latvian Waffen SS Division. In the summer of 1944, Rubenis became
commander of a military unit established in Skriveri Parish: a battalion of the Janis Kurelis Group.

After retreating to Kurzeme in September 1944, the Kurelis Group arrived in Strazde
Manor in Talsi district, and later reached Puze Parish in Ventspils District. The goal of the
leadership of the General J. Kurelis Group was the restoration of Latvia’s independence, in a
situation where the German forces were leaving but the Soviet army had not yet taken over the
territory of Latvia. On 14 November 1944, by order of SS Obergrupenfihrer Friedrich Jeckeln,
the Supreme SS and Police Chief in Ostland, the staff and main body of the General Kurelis group
were arrested by the German SS and SD units in Stikli, Puze Parish.

The battalion of Lieutenant Rubenis, stationed in Ilziki, Ugale Parish and consisting of
more than 500 men, resisted disarmament and retreated to the forest south of Lake Usma, where it
continued to resist. During a battle on 18 November, Lieutenant Rubenis was mortally wounded,
and command of the battalion was taken over by Warrant Officer Aleksandrs Druvins. Repulsing
many attacks, Rubenis’s forces continued the fight until 9 December, when the battalion
successfully broke out of the encirclement and, following the last commander’s order, divided into
smaller groups and dispersed. The Rubenis battalion lost about 50 men during the battles of Renda
and Zlekas, while the German side lost about 250 men.

Based on the approach of critical realism, the paper will analyze the socio-psychological
portrait, motivation and capacity of Lieutenant Rubenis in the framework of the choices regarding
collaboration and resistance during the Soviet and Nazi occupation of Latvia. In addition, the
inclusion of Rubenis as an individual and the commander of a battalion of the Kurelis Group in
the collective memory of society in the period from the end of the World War 11 to the present day
will be examined.

* Abstracts submitted within project No. Izp-2020/2-0212 “Rethinking Statelessness:
Resistance and Collaboration during the Second World War in Latvia”.
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KOLKAS CIEMS UN TA PAREIZTICIGO DRAUDZE
OTRA PASAULES KARA LAIKA*

Dr. hist. Dzintars ERGLIS

LU Latvijas vestures instittita pétnieks

Otra pasaules kara laika religiskas piederibas izpratné Ventspils aprinka Dundagas pagasta
eso$a Kolka bitiski atskiras no citiem libieSu ciemiem, jo vairakums Sejienes libieSu piedergja
pareizticigo, nevis luteranu vai baptistu konfesijai. Savukart kopa ar latvieSiem un citam tautibam
Kolka pareizticigo un luteranu draudzu loceklu skaits bija aptuveni vienads, baptistu vispar nebija,
bet katoliem un Mozus ticigajiem pieder&ja tikai dazi cilveki.

1940.—1945. gada situacija Kolkasraga pareizticigaja draudze krasi pasliktinajas. Kaut ar1
karadarbiba baznica netika izpostita, tomer politiskajas parmainas draudze zaud€ja visus savus
nelielos iekrajumus, bet pilnvertiga garigo un socialo funkciju izpilde vairs nebija iesp&jama.

Neskatoties uz abu okupacijas rezimu graujoSajam sekam Latvijai kopuma, Kolkas
iedzivotaju pieticigie dzives un darba apstakli radikali nemainijas, tikai klat naca visdazadakie
aizliegumi un precu trikums. 1944. gada augusta sakas ciema iedzivotaju bégSana uz Zviedriju,
bet ta paSa gada nogal@ sekoja nacistu okupacijas iestazu veikta kolcenieku izdziSana no majam.
Tikai nacistiskas Vacijas kapitulacija 1945. gada maija Kolkas iedzivotajiem |ava atgriezties sava
ciema.

Ja salidzina, kadu ietekmi okupacijas rezimi atstaja uz abam lielakajam konfesijam Kolka,
tad jaatzim€ sekojoSais: padomju varas pirmaja gada pareizticigie un luterani iepéma ciema
vadoSus amatus aptuveni vienada skaita, un ari represijas vinus skara Iidzigas dalas, bet nacistu
okupacijas laika varai pietuvinato absoliitais vairakums bija luterticigo. Tomer arT nacistu represiju
upuri praktiski visi bija luterani. Savukart kara b&glu vida pareizticigo bija nedaudz mazak neka
luteranu.

Uzmaniba veérSama ar1 uz individa un varas attiecibam, ko tapat ka visur Latvija, nacas
pardzivot nomalajam Kolkas ciemam: no vienas puses — Svesu varu gribas uzspiesana, bet no otras
— materialu labumu giSana, tam kalpojot.

*

Tézes sagatavotas LU Bazes finansgjuma projekta “Latvijas teritorija ka dazadu
kultartelpu, religiju, politisko, socialo un ekonomisko intereSu saskarsmes zona no aizvéstures lidz
miisdienam” ietvaros.
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KOLKA VILLAGE AND ITS ORTHODOX CHURCH
DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR*

Dr. hist. Dzintars ERGLIS

Researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

During World War 11, Kolka, located in Dundaga Parish of Ventspils District, differed
significantly from other Livonian villages in terms of religious affiliation, as most of the Livonians
here belonged to the Orthodox rather than the Lutheran or Baptist denomination. Taking into
account the Latvians and other ethnic groups in Kolka, the Orthodox and Lutheran congregations
in Kolka were about the same size. There were no Baptists in Kolka at all, and just a few Catholics
and Jewish believers.

In  1940-1945, the situation of Kolkasrags Orthodox congregation deteriorated
significantly. Although its church was not destroyed in the war, due to the political changes, the
congregation lost all of its small savings, and could no longer fulfil its spiritual and social
functions.

Despite the devastating consequences of both occupation regimes for Latvia as a whole,
the modest living and working conditions of the people of Kolka did not change radically. They
experienced only various bans and shortages of goods. In August 1944, the people of Kolka village
started to flee to Sweden, and at the end of the year the Nazi occupation authorities expelled the
remaining villagers from their homes. Only the capitulation of Nazi Germany in May 1945 allowed
them to return to Kolka.

If the impact of the Soviet and Nazi occupation regimes on the two largest religious
denominations in Kolka is compared, we may note, first of all, that in the first year of Soviet rule,
Orthodox and Lutheran believers occupied leading positions in the village in approximately equal
numbers and were affected by persecution in similar proportions, but the absolute majority of those
close to power during the Nazi occupation were Lutherans. However, the victims of the Nazi
persecution were practically all Lutherans as well. On the other hand, there were slightly fewer
Orthodox believers among war refugees than Lutherans.

Attention should be paid to changing relationship between the individual and power as
well, which, as everywhere in Latvia, was experienced even in remote village of Kolka. On one
hand, it meant undisputable domination of the will of foreign powers, while on the other there was
the opportunity to gain tangible benefits by serving them.

* Abstracts submitted within the project “The territory of Latvia as a contact zone between
different cultural spaces,religions, and political, social and economic interests from prehistory to
the present day”.
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DISKOTEKU PIRMA DESMITGADE LATVIJA (1974-1984):
VARA UN JAUNATNES POLITIKA®

Dr. hist. Daina BLEIERE

LU Latvijas vestures institita vados$a pé€tniece

Pirma diskoteka Latvija saka darboties 1973. gada Riga, Poligrafiku centralaja kultiiras
nama. Lidz 70. gadu beigam diskotekas jau bija liela mera izspieduSas deju vakarus ar “dzivo”
miziku. Varas iestazu atticksme pret diskotekam no paSa sakuma bija neitrali pozitiva, tas
méginaja ievirzit akceptéjama ideologiskaja gultné ka Rietumu un socialistisko valstu pretkara un
politisko dziesmu propagandas platformu. Sakuma attistijas tematiskas diskotekas (lekcijas ar
mizikas demonstréjumiem), kuras entuziasti izmantoja, lai iepazistinatu ar eksperimentalo roku,
ka ar1 veidotu pirmos hepeningus. Tomér domingjosais virziens diskoteku attistiba bija deju vakari.

Kultiiras ministrija 1980. un 1981. gada pienéma vairakus [émumus par diskoteku kontroli.
Em. Melngaila tautas makslas nama noorganizg&ja diskoteku darba sektoru, nodibinaja tarifikacijas
komisiju. Maksas pasakumos aizliedza uzstaties netarificétdm diskotekam. Tika veikti zinami
pasakumi, lai uzlabotu diskoteku vaditaju kvalifikaciju, ka ar lai mazak atskanotu Rietumu
miziku. Rezultati bija nosaciti, jo prasibas tika pilditas tarifikacijas skat€s, bet deju vakaros speleja
pavisam ko citu.

Varas iestazu reakcija uz diskoteku ienakSanu Latvija ir javerte ka 1€na un neefektiva, un
to noteica vismaz divi apstakli: 1) Komjaunatnes un dalgji art Kompartijas vadiba bija ienakusi
jauna paaudze, kas iecietigak atbalstja jaunos stravojumus jaunatnes kultira un méginaja tos ne
tik daudz apkarot ar represiviem pasakumiem, cik integrét padomju ideologiskaja un
institucionalaja sistéma; 2) Latvijas PSR un PSRS kopuma 70. gados nepastavéja kaut cik skaidri
artikuléta jaunatnes politika. Vienigais vienojoSais lozungs bija audzinat jaunatni padomju
ideologijas gara, bet Sis uzdevums bija sadalits starp daudzam institiicijam, kas to interpretéja
atbilsto§i savam interesem un jaunas paradibas jaunatnes kultura centas ieklaut ierastajos
institucionalajos modelos.

*

T€zes sagatavotas VPP “Latvijas mantojums un nakotnes izaicinajumi valsts ilgtsp&jai”
projekta Nr. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-0018 “Individa, sabiedribas un valsts mijiedarbiba kopg&ja Latvijas
vestures procesa: veértibu konflikti un kopigu veértibu veidoSanas vésturisku lizumu posmos”
ietvaros.
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THE FIRST DECADE OF THE DISCO IN LATVIA (1974-1984):
THE AUTHORITIES AND YOUTH POLITICS*

Dr. hist. Daina BLEIERE

Senior researcher, Institute of Latvian History, UL

The first disco in Latvia opened in 1973 at the Central Culture House of the Printing
Workers in Riga. By the late 1970s, discos had for the most part ousted traditional dance evenings
with “live” music. The authorities’ attitudes to disco were from the outset positively neutral,
because they hoped to steer it into an acceptable ideological channel as a propaganda platform for
anti-war and political song from the West and the socialist countries. Initially, thematic discos
developed (lectures with music shows), which enthusiasts used in order to present Western
experimental rock music and to stage the first happenings in Latvia. Yet the dominant direction in
disco development was dance events.

In 1980 and 1981, the Ministry of Culture made several decisions about the supervision of
discos. It established a section of discos at the E. Melngailis House of Popular Culture and founded
a commission for job rating. Discos which did not qualify for job rating were not allowed to operate
at the paid events. Some measures were taken to improve the qualifications of the DJs and to play
less Western music. The results of this were rather meagre, because the requirements were met
before the commission, but different music would be played at the dance evenings.

The reaction of the authorities to the arrival of discos in Latvia has to be assessed as slow
and inefficient, and this was a consequence of at least two circumstances: 1) A generational change
in the Komsomol and partly in the Communist Party leadership, the younger generation being
more indulgent towards new trends in youth culture, trying not to combat them by repressive
measures, but to integrate them into the Soviet ideological and institutional framework. 2) The
Latvian SSR, like the USSR in general, did not have any clearly articulated youth policy in the
1970s. There was only one all-embracing slogan: that the youth should be raised in the spirit of
Soviet ideology, but this task was divided among many institutions, which interpreted it according
to their own interests, trying to incorporate new phenomena in youth culture into the accustomed
institutional frameworks.

* Abstracts submitted within the state research programme project No. VPP-1ZM-2018/1-
0018: “Interaction between the individual, the society and the state in the process of the history of
Latvia: conflicting values and formation of shared values during historical turning points”.
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